
 
 
NEW MOSTON HOME WATCH ASSOCIATION  
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 1 st MAY 2008 
NEW MOSTON CLUB.  PARKFIELD ROAD NORTH.  
 
PRESENT 
T Berry (Chair) 
B Hoyle (Vice Chair) 
J Chapman (Secretary) 
 
POLICE REPRESENTATIVES  
PCSO J Cannon (A4) 
Inspector S Porter (A3) 
There were twenty other members present. 
APOLOGIES.  
Councillor B Risby 
Councillor P Murphy.  
Councillor H Cooper 
Tom Berry Senior 
N Bowerbank (Treasurer) 
PC Bob Murphy                                 
PCSO D Robinson (Chadderton) 
PCSO J McNamara (A4) 
T. Chapman 
 
This months meeting is on the same night as local elections. This obviously makes it a 
problem for our Councillors and police officers to attend.  
 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record. The Chair thanked NB for 
taking the minutes at the last meeting. 
 
PCSO JOHN CANNON  
 
John provided the following crime figures. 
 
Burglaries                                                  6 
Criminal damage                                       5 
Incidents involving juveniles                    8 
Youth related incidents                           23 



Motor cycles                                              7 
Motor bikes seized                                     2 
Warnings given for the riding of bikes      3 
 
There had been a ‘sneak’ burglary on Northfield Road. 
In one burglary someone broke into a house on Belgrave Road at 2.0’cock in the 
afternoon, stole a spare set of car keys, then travelled to the home owners work address at 
Tameside College to steal their car. They then returned to the house and burgled it. 

 
Please be aware that not everyone wearing a high visibility jacket is 
an official. Residents are looking at the clothing of people rather 
than confirming their identity.  This makes life much simpler for 
bogus callers. This type of crime has been on the increase in our 
area. 

 
John reported that the joint operations on Hollinwood Avenue were working well. 
 
Manchester Council is awarding cash grants which are available to communities for 
specific projects. It was suggested that we apply for funds for cameras on Hollinwood 
Avenue. The Committee will look into this.   
 
The Chairman spoke about confidentiality issues. He explained that because our meetings 
are held in a building which is open to all members of the public, it is better to only 
disclose information of a sensitive nature to the police officer representing the district 
involved at the end of the meeting.  
 
Chadderton 
 
Debra Robinson had apologised for her absence but had passed on some information. 
She reported on the joint police operations. 
Travellers, next to the Toy Box Pub. – Might move on Monday. 
                
INSPECTOR PORTER 
 
Came back this month, to report on his walkabout with LP last Friday evening. He 
reported that he now had seen the problems from a different view point. He had listened to 
concerns and would look at prioritising manpower within his available recourses. 
He has spoken to other divisions about complimentary policing. 
 
The site now occupied by the travellers was privately owned by Morris Construction. They 
were obtaining a Court Order to have them removed but this could take about two weeks. 
There had not been a dramatic increase in crime since the travellers arrived. 
 
As a result of persistent monitoring by residents there had been two arrests and two bikes 
seized Inspector Porter urged people not to get fed up because they didn’t feel that 
anything was being done, because eventually with enough evidence gathering, it does pay 
off. 



 
There had been a good feedback from the shops about the extra policing on HA. Some 
members reported that this had led to youths moving to an area behind the baths on 
Broadway. John Cannon said that his team were aware of this problem.  
 
Inspector Porter is to try to get Business Watch up and running again. 
 
He has allocated us a PCSO Christopher Diack. Christopher will attend our meetings in 
future and provide a much needed link with the A3 area. He will also make beat maps 
available so that we can see how each area is patrolled by officers. 
 
Members commented on the fact that this was the first time that any Inspector had 
attended two meetings, the first to discover any problems and the second to report back on 
action taken. This was greatly appreciated and Inspector Porter was thanked for his time 
and enthusiasm. It was greatly appreciated.  
 
It was also noted that John Cannon had been on duty since 6.00am and members thanked 
him for his dedication to duty. This was also greatly appreciated.  
 
A member brought a poster that she had picked up in the street advertising what appeared 
to be gang membership.  John said that this was being dealt with by the police. 
 
JL wanted to inform everyone that she had not been responsible for an article in the 
newspaper only signed by ‘concerned’ TB said that he was the author. 
 
DR reported that the April Lap meeting had been postponed.  
 
The Home Watch Conference had been a huge success and members had thoroughly 
enjoyed the evening. A big Thank You must go to Janet Hadley for such a well organised 
event. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesley Pulman had attended a conference in Manchester. This was one of a series of 
events organised by the Cabinet Office for invited guests to acquire answers to specific 
questions about service provider’s ability to raise public confidence in relation to tackling 
crime and anti social behaviour. 
 
Listed below are a series of questions that members were asked to comment on, so that the 
questionnaire could be completed and returned on behalf of the New Moston Home Watch 
Association. 
 
1 What are the best ways in which the police and others should listen to, and work with, 
local people so that the public can have their say on how crime is tackled in their area? 
2 What more can be done to help people who have witnessed, or been a victim of crime to 
come forward in reporting and giving evidence? 



3 Do you think the police can play a role by both helping to prevent and tackle crime as 
individual citizens or on behalf of their local community? If so what is that role? 
4 What more do you think needs to be done by those responsible for reducing crime and 
anti social behaviour so that the public can be confident crime is being tackled in the right 
way? 
5. How do people decide whether crime is going up or down? Do they rely on what they 
see in the media, what they see around them in their area, or their personal experiences? 
6 What is the best way to provide the public with information about crime nationally and 
locally? What kind of information are people interested in, both locally and nationally? 
7 What are the kinds of things that local people should expect from a first rate local police 
service? 
8 What do you think people want to hear about from their local neighbourhood policing 
team and how do they want to hear about them? 
9 Do you think the public get told enough about what happens to those who have 
committed crime? What do you think the public should be told about? 
10 Do you think the public need to know more about community sentences carried out in 
their area? What would local people want to know about those punishments? 
 
During the discussion, members thought that a critical point was response times. They 
were very unhappy with the response from the police to nuisance crime. Sometimes when 
they had reported gangs of youths congregating or causing annoyance they were hesitant 
to report the crime because they knew that this would be a very low priority compared 
with other crime that the police had to deal with.  They were all in agreement that this is 
one of the main reasons why youths thought that they were above the law.  
 
From past experience, sharing ideas with groups from nearby areas, the problem of 
funding often leaves two or more communities fighting each other for funds for a 
comparable service. This leads to divisions between communities.   
 
Feedback was also high on the agenda. Communication needs to be two way. 
 
The general conclusion was that all the questions led to the general opinion that residents 
needed support from all service providers. They needed to feel that their individual 
contribution to any of the agencies was of value.  It is easy to forget that all employees of 
government departments are paid, whilst local residents give their time, services and 
liberty totally free of charge and sometimes at great personal cost. 
 
 
At the recent Home Watch Conference members commented that they also found it to 
everyone’s advantage if local officers stayed in their roles for a minimum term of two 
years.  This gave time for residents to get to know them and also for them to get to know 
the area and its particular difficulties. We will put a comment about this matter onto the 
form. 
Answers to all the questions from members will be attached to the form. 
 
 



If you couldn’t attend the meeting and have a view that you would like including in our 
feedback, please let us know ASAP. This also applies if you didn’t manage to voice your 
views at the meeting.  
 
Janet-chapman@talktalk.net 
Lesley@pulman.net 
 
The football card was won by Leslie, who donated her winnings back to the fund. 
 
Our next meeting will be on 5th June 2008 at 7.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 
 
Police Emergency                                                                         999 
Police –other times                                                     0161 872 5050 
Crimestoppers                                                               0800 555 111 
Harpurhey and Moston Area Policing Team                       856 4502 
Abandoned vehicles                                                             872 5050 
Home Watch secretary (Janet Chapman)                     07970 057 015 
TERRORIST HOTLINE                                                0800 789 321 
Home Watch Administrator- Janet Hadley                           856 3610 
Dedicated line at Harpurhey                                                  8564509 
 
COUNCILLORS  
 
Cllr Henry Cooper            682 8170 
Cllr Paul Murphy              681 0828 
Cllr Bill Risby                   681 3408 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT WE WILL ONLY RECEIVE MORE 
POLICE OFFICERS IN NEW MOSTON IF YOU REPORT ALL 
CRIME, NO MATTER HOW TRIVIAL IT MAY SEEM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


